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The followimg

ending 31lst October 1968. On or about 1840 hours 25th qf QOctober 19§§_§ platoon

sized ambush patrol element of the 2nd 14th infantry was departing fire gsupport

base KienE Locations XT6001, The point element had cleared the gap in the : \,‘7

o

tactical war and was in the process of clearing the area forward of the wire.

The patrol proper was halted within the gap awaiting instructions to proceed.

]

This procelure had been emploYed extensively with the time of departure remaining
— At ﬂ"‘w-'-"-—_.—

almost constant.therefore unknown to the personnel concerned a had been

established. At above mentioned times sporadic sniper fire initially prevented

movement of the patrol, The sniper was immediately supported by 160 mm mortar with

a the gunner placing fire in vicinity of the gap then walking the mortar rounds

thru the gap and back tg_;hg_ziginity—aﬂ.tha_hiL;igi_hgrst causing all rounds to

impact within the gap. This resulted in one death and 13 wounded.,
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2w lessons Iearned

e Personncl: none

be OReRaTIONS:
(1) Establishment of Pattorn:

(a) OBSLRVATION: Units and individuals heve tendencice
to establish operationnl patterns when conducting tactienl orersnions
from static positions for sustained poricds,

(b) LEVALUATIOE On or about 18,0 hours s 25 Cetobor
1968 a platoon size ambush patrol-clement of 2.1, Infantry. was de-
Parting PS8 Keore, 418001,  fhe point element hed clenred the gap in
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vactical wire and was in the process of elearing the arca for-
ward of the wires The patrol proper was halted within the gap (see
attached schematie) awaiting instructions to Procecd,  This rrococig
had been amployed extensively with the time of departure rencinine
almost consltant, therefore, dnknown to the rersomnel concerned, o
pattern had been establisheds At above rentioned time, sporndic
sniper [ire initially prevented movement of the patrol, fThe snipor
was dnnediately supported by one 60MM mortar with the gummer rlacing
fire vicinity of the gap then Muallrine” the (mortar) rounds through
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Thovied L burst, causing all rounds
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o)  RMCSUEMBIDATION:  uap .17 FPire Suprort 3Zases or
positions (static) have sullicicnt avenues of departure
T time and place of departure vary daily and that
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1 be placed on the \prevention of establishing operatioa

2} Tdomtification of Command Vehicles (Mech)

{a) OB3ERVATION: Reeent activities involving frmcr
and Infantry !IfMech} units have resnited in the destruction of n e —
ous vedicles to include an excessive number of cormmand and contic 1
tracks,

{b) EVALUATION: Sopmand ind Gontrol are easily dis-
tinguishable because of the dual or triple\antennas affixed to the
velilele,  Sapper or killer teass armed wit \ PG launcher, supported
by rifiemen, concentrato thelyr efforts on the corrind tracks
occasionally firing oné or two PG rounds aij( close range thon effect-
ing a hasty withdeawal, ' ' :

(c) HECOMMENDATION: qnat, an entenna ‘similiar to tre
one presently in use, be devised for. test/evoluation, Seid antenna
should be positioned around or wndor trmck vehicles to prevent
"marking" of the command and control tracks,  However, if the present
antennn remains in use. durmmy wnt’éqgnws should®ke nounted on ench
vehicle to confuse enery gunners and rrevent "narking” of the command
and control tracks,
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- placing the aireraft and personnel in an extrerely conpronising ;os-—

3. Encirclement‘Operntions. {Sce Incl 2)

o

L4s TLanding ZonesPick-up Zone :

 ae OBSERVATION: Many times, either because of poor plaming or
necessity, landing zoneo/pick-up zones have been established within
twenty~thirty meters of built. up areas or hedge-row corplexes there Vs

ition, This unnecessary danger is morc prevalent when tho Eaple
Flight concept i8 utilized because normally Artillery/Aip preperstions
arc not employed, .

b. LVALUATION: Freparation of landing zones by employrent of

Air/Artillery exists when participrting in airmobile operations— £

combat dssaults. When enploying the Bagle Flight concept of airrobils
operations and engaging targets Of'OppOrtunitx Ianding zone/vick-uy
zone preparations are not fonsible,

co INLCOMMENDATION: hnt, larding zones/pick-up zones bo prepped
when possible, If the mission or tacticsl situstion does not rorrdl
the enployrint of preparation fires make raxirmun use of svrilahle
terrain; ie, open rice field a safe distince from hedgerow complexcs
or populated areas,

5e De@ection of Booby Traps: -

ae OBSBRVATION: Recently, units in the 2d Brigade Tnll gre
ustnqning an excessive number of casucltius from momufactured -nd !
jore nnde booby traps,

b, BVALUATION: past Iossons Tearned pertaining to detéstion and

-
destruction of booby traps have been made availeBle fo wnits. Frorer
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detéctors, killer eye device, observation and movement, bamboo poles.

cto, . \

Go HLCOMMENDATION: fhat past lessons learned in the ares’of ; e

mjnes/boohy traps be reviewed and proper techniques implepente.d,
Further, that commanders place cormand omphesis in this casualty
producing area to reduce nnd minimize unnecessary caswalties, HNote:

Scout dogs dre extremely proficient in locabing recently implaced .
baoby treps.

6o Alrmobile Operations: (Eagle Flight~Combat Assmult)

A. OBSBHVATION: During recent Fagle Flight operations it was
noted that once helicopters were on the ground and the ground elements
had coraibted themselves to a direction of advance numerous personnel
(possible VC) were departing the areas without restriction,

b, BLVALULTION: an effective method of restricting freedon of
movement personnel. within the axis of advance of a sweeping elerment
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mst be employed,

co HECUMMANDATION : yhon possible mploy » blocking force in
close proximity of the sweep element, owever, when this is not
feasible and contoct with a large enemy force is unlikely, » tested
concept is for one of the helicopters utilized to insert the sweep or
blocking clements, with two infentryren remaining cboard, ond with pur-
ships support, to go airborne above the operotionsl rren to rortri oa
"spotter" mission, As personnel are obscrved fleeing the ~ror bm
helicopter (with tws riflemen) supported by the gunships, offccts a
quick apprehendsion,

7o Stowage of 90MM Recoilless Rifle Amrnition s

Qs  OBSRAVATION:  yhen an 4FC 45 pit by an WG anti-tank round,
the 90MM recoilless &mmunition stowed in tho wehicle often dotongtes,
degtroying the vehicle and causing numerous casualtics,

by AVALUATION:  protection of this wrwnition from other tivn a
direct hit by an anti-tank weapon will serve to sipnificantly recucc
Loss of personnel nnd eouiprient.,

c, IBOCMIBNDATION:  an armored arsamition storsge container
should be Ffabricated and issued on 4 basis of one pur 9OMH rocoilluss
Rifle in a mechanized Infantry wnite As oo interin ressure s doubie
walled fooblosker sige boxes, centaining snd andeches NON~COTOBs L b

shonld bo wsed for sborags of said m Enmition,

CEELEVATION: ‘e loss of amored volicles and cargo vehicles
1763

to—iho—dmepsasedausanf non-ctallic

hes dnerensed significantly d
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- ba BVAIUATIOND e present metallic ivine detector is dncapabic
of detecting nenemetallie mines, ond the present density mine detector

con not differcatiaste between a nonmetnallic nine and Irterite s s
+ = . . . - AT
rendering present detectors of little velue on most roads in LV,

co WCOBBNDATION:  frpedinte steps should be taken to obtain asa
issue ‘mine detectors capable of locating nonmetallic mires in laterite
roads, '

9« Track Tension when operating in Rore Flowed jreas:

de  UBBERVATION:  1f the track tension on the H-113A1 nymor.d por-
sonnel carrier is not muintained at the proper adjustment when the -
vehiele ds operating in rome plowed areas, an unusually high rate of
thrown tracks results,

b, BVALUATICN: operating APC's iy the unuspel snount of debris
on_the ground resulting from ROt Rlow cperations,.oiten results in
Ahrown trackss  Proper track tension appears to solve the majority of

“4




